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SKIING

Las Leñas

Las Leñas has some of the best steep skiing, wide beginner and intermediate runs, un-crowded slopes, friendly people, breathtaking views and nightlife in the world. There are plenty of groomed runs for all levels of abilities and fun activities for children as well. 

What sets Las Leñas apart from other resorts in South America is its sheer size and variety of terrain, people, restaurants, wine, activities and nightlife. The skiing season in Las Leñas runs from mid-June to mid-October although the best conditions are usually in September, when the snowfall has formed a reliable snowpack.  There is powder on the south-facing slopes and corn on the northern faces.  The four mountains that make up the skiing area tower some 12 000 feet above the modern steel and glass buildings at the base.  The slopes offer sheer couloirs, 50-degree faces and 50-foot cliffs which are all accessible form the Marte double chair.  

Chapelco

Chapelco is a newly-refurbished ski area traditionally known for its gentle, tree-lined runs which added new lifts in the late 1980s opening up the advanced terrain above the tree line. The resort lies 120km north of Bariloche some 13km above San Martín de los Andes, a charming and peaceful village with Swiss-style architecture and pretty squares which lies in a flat valley at the eastern foot of the long and picturesque lago Lacar.  

Today, Chapelco is an exclusive ski resort for those seeking quieter slopes than Bariloche.  About two-thirds of the ski area lies below the tree line, forests of southern beech lenga trees.  Though snow is nearly always thin around the base, it improves considerably on the upper slopes where all the advanced runs lie. Beginners can enjoy the wide variety of lifts and runs below this point. Intermediate skiers descend the Mocho bowl to ski the T-Bar or the short, mogulled chutes of El Tubo. Advanced skiers might try the hidden ridge system called Norte. Though difficult to find, it keeps adventurous skiers occupied for hours with its varied aspects and snow types. Or, try the marked runs to the immediate right of Del Mallin which are long, consistent, and especially exciting when thin or hard snow provides an added challenge. The advanced runs accessed from both summit lifts are nearly always deserted. Fresh powder (or at least slush) tracks can always be made with minimal searching. One note of caution: the summit ridge drops precipitously on the back (south) side of both lifts into rocky cliffs and near-vertical chutes. 

It is important to ski early in the mornings, as Chapelco has Argentina's only developed north-facing slopes. Temperatures at Chapelco are rarely harsh, and rain is common on the lower slopes in the winter season. Though the weather may be damp in town, the upper slopes often remain clear and sunny. 

Adventure skiing: the most accessible extreme skiing at Chapelco is at La Pala (The Shovel), the long bowl and chute system on the west side of the ski area.  It is considered out-of-bounds because it is quite avalanche prone and the exit route at the bottom is flat and heavily wooded. It has become more popular over the last several years, but permission should still be sought from the patrollers who are likely to send skiers with a guide/instructor for their first descent. 

Cross-country skiing: Chapelco has several kilometres of cross-country skiing trails at the 1,500m level of the mountain. Equipment may be rented at the shop at the base of Chapelco. Unfortunately, poor snow conditions frequently close the trail, and the northern aspect of the slope means slow, slushy snow.

Bariloche 

Bariloche is one of Argentina’s main tourism centres, offering a wide choice of activities which promise an unforgettable experience of nature at its most unspoilt.  Nestling in the heart of the Nahuel Huapi National Park, the city has a hotel and gastronomic infrastructure with a long history of hospitality, where you can enjoy Swiss fondue, hand-made chocolates and a succulent variety of wild game from deer to boar washed down with the excellent Argentine wines that have made a name for themselves the world over.  From the city you can explore the mountains and lakes on foot, bike, canoe or horseback as well as discover the myths and legends which are so much a part of Argentine colonial history.   

Bariloche’s skiing lies about 20 minutes away from town by shuttle.  Dating back to the 1930s with a 70-year history of providing European-style snowsports, the area is the oldest and largest in Argentina, offering over 60km of trails served by a modern lift system. The slopes provide for almost unlimited cruising whilst sharing phenomenal mountain views with the condors of lakes, forests and the Andean mountain range. There are some good steeps too, excellent powder and some of the best tree skiing in South America.  

There are 39 ski lifts at various levels on the slopes, 9 ski chairs, 17 teleskis, 2 babylifts and 1 cable car with a combined lift of 20,000 skiers.  The first of four chairlifts swings skiers up from the base station at 3,200 feet, to the Plateau, which sits at 4,000 feet. More challenging skiing lies above, with a summit known as the Piedra del Condor, or Stone of the Condor. Here are wide-open snow fields and long gullies, all above the timberline, where the snow is most reliable at this relatively low altitude resort.  

Special ski buses make the 20 to 30 minute run to the slopes in the morning and return in the afternoon on a set schedule.

USHUAIA - SKI

Ushuaia is also home to the southernmost ski resort in the world, whose geographical and climatological features ensure the quality and quantity of the snow are vastly superior to that of many of the more popular ski resorts further north. The rapid growth of the Cerro Castor resort over the last five years has involved the installation of state-of-the-art technology, the opening of new slopes which boast the distinction of recognition by the International Ski Federation and a greatly-increased range of accommodation possibilities, from self-catering cabins and apartments to hotels of all categories.  The ski season opens in mid-June with a festival known as the Longest Night, during which ice and snow sculpture exhibitions are held; whole families take part in the White Crossing, a cross-country skiing event across frozen lakes from Valle de Tierra Mayor; huskies and Siberian dogs from all over the world meet for the international Ushuaia Sled-Dog Race; and the winter solstice is welcomed by a dazzling firework display organized by a group of intrepid skiers and snowboarders on the heights of the Martial Glacier overlooking the city.  The season ends in mid-October, although the period from mid-July to mid-September is extremely cold and daylight hours very short. Although off-piste skiing is the speciality on and around Cerro Castor, there are also 19 runs, of which three are black, covering some 20km of slopes which lead down through an extraordinary landscape of sharp crags and cliffs.  



